Thank you,
Doctor Sahib

Manmohan Singh remained above
the harshness of politics and the
cold power games around him

concern for the welfare of all. The generos-
ity of his heart made no exceptions. He
could instinctivelyrelate to the painofoth-
ers. None who came to him for assistance
or solace in moments of despair left with-
out being comforted. His was a healing
touch, onethatwasboth humbling and en-

nobling

ASHWANI KUMAR

A TRULY SUITABLE eulogy to Dr
Manmohan Singhiis beyond my compe-
tence. This tribi rdly do justice to

of politics and the cold power games or-
chestrated around him.

Ininformal conversations, hewould of-
ten mention the transience of power and
pemaps therefore carried theauthority of

touch. At

the greatness of an extraordinary man
whose life was marked by decency, in-
tegrity, humility Asthe

a dlffcull time dunng the UPAII, when
some of his ministerial colleagues unfairly
i he refused tocrack the whip,

architect of India’s economic re[arms, he
set the trajectory for the nation’s rise as an
Asian economic power and lifted millions
of Indians above abject poverty. Thesecon-
tributions will remain a lasting testament
tohis visionand wisdom.

Singh's leadership role on the global
high table in shaping the contours of the
future world order amidst the transforma-
tional changes of nummes ma.kes the na-

saying that he did not wish to discipline
them as aheadmaster. His rarereprimands
tohisministers weresoftly delivered. Those
whoseethisas aweakness must know that
his life and politics were a reflection of his
spirituality anchored in compassion and
anabiding faith in the goodness of people.

Even as he navigated the treacherous
pathways of politics, Singh did notallow
his moral clarity tobe dimi lshed Hewas

tionproud. Th h be-
ing “weak” need only recall his steely
resolve in clinching the Indo-US civil nu-
clear deal that ended India’s nuclear
apartheid and fon's cre-

1 feor-

rupl:ondunng the UPA Il and agonised over

his name “being dragged in the mud".
Inmoments of intense anxiety and ex-

dentials as a responsible nuclear power.
The forging of what has now blossomed
into an all-encompassing special strategic
and global partnership with Japan — seen

suc lastdaysof my

late wife, he lent his shoulder as a family

elder and comforted me. I recall his tele-

phone call to tell me that “miracles are

known to happen”. That was his way of
i iy

of
ity in Asia —is atribute to his statesman-
ship and incisive understanding of the re-
alities of geopolmu

On a happy occasion, when he had to
cancel his presence at my son’s wedding
reception on account of last-minute secu-

to Japan for lacnllmmg me historic visit to
India of their Imperial Majesties — the then

rityissues, he members
of his pelsonal staff in the PMO to repre-
sent ursharan Kaur, who

Emperor and Empress ofJapan—hetold me
It_)a_t this was one of the mostimportant state

was his greatest source of strength. At the
endofmylast meeting with him, alittlebe-

tober last year, when Itook
I shoulder

Japan re-

the def fining bil
nership of lhe 21st century. Subsequent
record

with a smileon his lipsasifhe was bidding

of his spectacular achievements as prime

goodbye with his last blessings. This
moment is etched in my consciousness, as

minister will not be compl ref-
erence to his path-breaking initiatives and
rights-based pieces oflegnslamnsuch as
MGNREGA, RTE, RTl, and

lence and grace that have given me a per-
petual purpose in life — the pursuit of hu-
dignity inall t: i i

waiver. Histenurewill a]soberememhered
for the foundational framework of Aadhar
and the largest-ever budgetary allocations
for education and healthcare.

His patienceand forbearance in theface
of grave provocation by allies and oppo-

al
Thankyou,doctor sahib. Andthankyou
Sonia ji or giving us an outstanding prime
minister who elevated himself above his
exalted office.
Farewell, sir. Rest assured that history
iskinder toyou, your placeis assured inits

ment and ensured the political stability
necessary for implementing the nation’s
ambitious development agenda. He saw
and scripted the progressive future of our
nation andseized upon the ideaof adevel-
oped India whose time had come.

The unending accolades received by
Singh, including from his vocal critics, af-
firm his towering stature amongst the
world's foremost leaders. This is because
of hisinnate humanity, selflessness, unim-
peachable personal integrity and genuine

annals, i fth rthe
sceptics, let meinvoke! Ihe[ehcny ofmecel—
ebrated poet, Mir Tagi Mir as a tribute to
our beloved “Doctor Sahib™. “Mat sehl
hamein jano, phirta hai falak barson/Tab
khaak ke parde se, insaan nikalte hain” (Do
not make the mistake of treating us asun-
knowingjordinary. For the skieswander for
years, only then, from the cloak of dust,
(such) human beings emerge).

The writer is former Unionminister
Jorlaw andjustice
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